This textbook is devoted to a relatively new discipline in the field of forensics: wildlife forensics. With 16 chapters and a comprehensive appendix making a total of more than 700 pages, this book can undoubtedly be regarded as representing the state of the art of wildlife forensics to date.
The vast experience of the John and Margaret Cooper in the field of wildlife forensics builds on many different disciplines coming together. This husband and wife team have spent their life fighting to protect living creatures from criminal and other irresponsible human activities.
With the aid of 26 international experts in their respective fields, the Coopers present all aspects of wildlife forensics. After a short introduction (chapter 1-What is wildlife forensics?), the chapters are devoted to types of wildlife investigation (chapter 2), legislation (chapter 3), application of forensic science to wildlife investigations (chapter 4), wildlife crime scenes (chapter 5), forensic entomology (chapter 6), field techniques (chapter 7), working with live (chapter 8) and dead animals (chapter 9), dealing with samples (chapter 10), genetic methodologies (chapter 11), laboratory work (chapter 12), special considerations and scenarios (chapter 13), collection and submission of evidence (chapter 14), writing reports and appearing in court (chapter 15), and the way forward (chapter 16). My favorite chapter is chapter 13. Sixteen authors have contributed their individual experience to this incredibly interesting chapter with numerous case studies, including identification systems in hunting falcons, welfare issues of captive Asian elephants, illegal killing of wolfs in Eastern Europe, mountain gorilla diseases, bats and turbines, coral imports, etc. The case studies are illustrated with numerous color photographs.
This book is more than just an overview of forensic science relating to animals. This book closes a gap in the literature concerning a scientific approach toward the investigation of wildlife crime. It is essential reading for all those interested in broader forensic issues. 
